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Community Cycling Center project to understand cultural and economic barriers to bicycling
Organization to build bridges to diverse communities, broadening access to benefits of bicycling
(Portland, OR) The Community Cycling Center has helped make bicycles accessible to thousands of people throughout the Metro region since it was founded in 1994. However, many people still cannot or do not choose bicycles as a transportation option, particularly among low-income and minority communities. With generous support from Metro, the Community Cycling Center will be performing a needs assessment to understand the unique cultural and economic barriers to bicycling encountered by minority and low-income community members. 

In addition to the funding from Metro, the project will be aided by the expertise of Kristin Lensen Consulting, Alta Planning + Design, and the Initiative for Bicycle and Pedestrian Innovation.
Rex Burkholder, Metro councilor, noted that the project, “was singled out - with much praise - for specifically helping minority and low-income residents.” He continued, “In my work here, it's the first grant project that I can recall that has specifically been aimed at addressing social justice issues related to transportation.”

Susan Remmers, Executive Director of the Community Cycling Center, noted, “The need for the bicycle as an affordable, reliable, clean, and healthy transportation option will continue to grow as the economy sputters, the obesity epidemic grows, the global climate changes, and traffic gets more congested,” She added, “We need to be prepared to meet the demand with programs and services that are sensitive to the unique cultural needs of our diverse community. The best way to do that is to develop relationships with people and organizations that are already doing great work and leverage our collective strengths.”   
The project will get started in the early spring and will continue through 2011 and it will seek to engage with people and organizations that view the bicycle as a possible transportation option and will result in a pilot program. Understanding different communities will help determine how bicycling can fit as a way to address the health, safety, and transportation needs across social, cultural, and economic strata. 
The Community Cycling Center expects to learn a lot about how the “bicycle community” is perceived and about a wide range of socio-economic and cultural issues. Our highest hope is that the process of the conversations helps bring the community closer together --- with bicycles.








(continued on next page)
###
The Community Cycling Center, founded in 1994, broadens access to bicycling and its benefits through our hands-on programs, volunteer projects, and neighborhood bike shop. We believe the bicycle is a tool for empowerment and a vehicle for change.
Since the Community Cycling Center was founded in 1994, its programs have helped more than 10,000 children and 2,500 adults, who learned to be safe bicyclists while they earned their own bicycles. A bonus is that each bicycle was donated to the Community Cycling Center, cleaned by volunteers, and refurbished by staff mechanics.
The bicycle is a tool for empowerment and a vehicle for change
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